After graduating from IIFM in 2003,

I worked with the Forest Department of
Madhya Pradesh as a Project Coordinator in
two different divisions and as the Project
Associate in IIFM before | joined Yale School
of Forestry and Environmental Studies
W (F&ES). Today, after completing my Masters
| in Environmental Management in 2007, | am
working as the Director for Disaster Risk
Reduction Initiative at the Yale Global Insti-

tute for Sustainable Forestry.

Being told by many that F&ES is one of the premier
institutes in the world of forestry and environment, | had very
high expectations from the school as a student. These expecta-
tions came to be true when | heard about the history and the
achievements of the school. The school was started in 1901 even
before the establishment of the United States Forest Service. It
is the alma mater to numerous US Forest Department Chiefs.
The current Dean of the school started two internationally fa-
mous NGOs & the World Resources Institute and the Natural
Resources Defense Council, and retired as the UNDP chief.
Some professors have headed international initiatives like the
UN Population program and the World Bank Global Environ-
mental Facility. There are still others who forced the US Army
to stop testing nuclear weapons in the open.

The best about F&ES was yet to be seen & | was

amazed to see the diversity of the class that | was a part of, be it
the age group (22-65), or countries from different continents of
the world (Mongolia, Iceland, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Guatemala) or professions (Administration, Nursing, Music
Investment Banking, Fighter Pilots). Coming from IIFM, the
diversity of F&ES made me feel at home. An interesting fact
that | learnt about F&ES was that the first Indian at the School

of Forestry came to study way before our country got its inde-
pendence. Mr. Nayudu joined the forestry program in 1917. The
gap between the arrival of the first and the second student from
India was almost 60 years. To my knowledge, there have been
two lIFMites (including me) that have joined School of Forestry
till date and | hope that many more will join in future.

Comparing IIFM to F&ES will not do justice to either
of them, but having studied and worked in these institutions, |
could not help but draw similarities and differences. A few simi-
larities immediately come to my mind. A) Both are premiere
institutes with similar goals. One is the oldest forestry school in
the western hemisphere; the other is the only forestry manage-
ment institute of its kind in South Asia; B) Student diversity is
quite high in both institutions; C) Both institutes focus a lot on
students and their interests; and D) both institutes have a great
role to play especially in terms of the interplay of forestry in
climate change.

il m Indian Institute
of Forest Management

In todayds world where
trans -boundary and solutions to them cannot be found by one
region or country alone, international schools like F&ES have a
mandate to establish global reach. While F&ES is looking out-
side the United States to find new partners, IIFM needs an in-
ternational appearance and hence will strongly benefit form
partnerships with global schools like F&ES.

Looking at the similarities between the institutes and
keeping the prospects in mind, a faculty from F&ES Dr. Timo-
thy Gregoire (the first person to reach IIFM from Yale) arrived
on 27t October 2007. Dr. Gregoire specially took time out from
his meetings in Delhi to visit IFM. His visit was short but very
timely. The welcome by the students and faculty was also very
warm and homely. He had a great time in IIFM and looks for-
ward to visiting it again sometime. Apart from a wonderful in-
teraction with the current batch, he had a very nice time meet-
ing and discussing issues of common interest with faculty mem-
bers who showed up in full strength. Dr. Gregoire remembers
his visit to National Museum of Mankind (Manav Sangrahalay)
and a walk through Van Vihar as unique experiences. Continu-
ing on this first visit F&ES plans to send some more faculty
members to IIFM while they are there in India. The idea is to
increase faculty 6faculty, faculty -student and student -student
interaction between the two institutes so that both institutes
are able to benefit from each

Reciprocating this F&ES initiative is in favor of l1IFM.
Many of our alumni are already in positions of influence in re-
nowned institutions and can start initiatives of similar kind
that can help IIFM increase its international reach. The future
looks promising 0 all we need is to be prepared, keep looking for
opportunities and place our best foot forward.
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Taarein Aankhon Ke Saamne
Si kka,

By Muni sh

The movie Taare Zameen Par
released towards the end of 2007 is
another classic movie of all times. |
appreciate the efforts and strong mes-
sage which the movie tries to convey.
Mo s t of Aamirds fa
ated the movie. Yet, there are some
who feel it provides an indirect shield
to children who are not willing to
study in spite of being blessed
with a suitable environment and
no such personal problems. |
found this opinion quite interest-
ing and just felt like comparing
this situation with that of
President of the US, how
he would think of placating
his critics explaining some of the events and counter
ures taken by his government:

In 2001, in the very initial stage of his Presidency,
happened 9/11 & an act strong enough to shake the citizens
of the US. Tensions grew everywhere and amidst interna-
tional anxiety, the US attacked Afghanistan, aiming to cap-
ture Osama Bin Laden and remove terrorism from the world.
Without precisely pondering over the outcomes on the people
living in those areas and with little information about his
whereabouts, the attack became an act of revolt against the
unclear environment. Unable to capture any renowned mili-
tant even after declaring bounties on their heads and irked
by the continuous bullying of Saddam Hussain, Mr. Bush
attacked and deposed this dictator from Iraq while losing
focus on Afghanistan. Mr. Bush, being thus unable to control
terrorism, was sent to
ership and exercise authority.

In due course of time, while he has continued with
his agenda of sweeping terrorism out of the world, he has
achieved little success and has largely lost the image of being
powerful enough to bend the whole world. It is already visi-
ble through the continuous criticism by guys like Chavez,
bullying by Ahmadinejad and provocations by the commu-
nists of North Korea. Bush Jr. has seen old friends like Tony
Blair being replaced by the likes of Gordon Brown and John
Howard losing power to opposition leader Kevin Rudd. Ulti-
mately it could be believed that just like Ishaan (the boy in
the movie) revived himself under a good mentor, Mr. Bush
would also look for some miracle to happen during his re-
maining tenure. So would the Republicans, having lost the
majority in both the Houses of the US Parliament, search for
a new leader, a torch bearer to revive the hopes of the Party
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The Rationale for Irrationality

By Nimit Kumar Engineer, PF
Pur e rationality d
Pure faith does @ this is what | always
believed until something very enlighten-
ing happened. It was a small confronta-
tion with this man sitting at some corner
of the world. The medium was Internet
and the facilitator & 6 Yahoo! Ansv
My argument was, whatever we think or
do is based upon one fundamental irra-
tionality o our belief in our senses.
Whatever data the mind processes,
¢ whatever thought processes it goes into,
» V S no matter how scientific the approach
e is, this fundamental assumption always
> remains. Also to show that rationality
¢ a n disclose truth would require a rational
argument or method in order to demonstrate
meas- such. But in such a case, we would already be assuming the very
thing we were trying to prove. In other words, the validity of ra-
tionality cannot be shown without already assuming its validity!
Thus essentially we rely on a prior faith in rationality in order to
proceed with rational thought.
But then this is what the yahooer had to say & dwe have
faith in our senses because something about our senses strikes us
as i mmediately true. And it i's th
speak, to faith in them. Perhaps we do not have a choice with re-
gard to truth. We can choose not to believe something is true, but
whatever we believe IS true, that we will have faithin 6 . Meani n
faith is not something arbitrary that simply happens. It is always
backed by some sort of truth or more appropriately a sense of
something to be true. Faith and truth are thus two sides of one
coin, such that we cannot not have faith in whatever we perceive
is tru@,sasdhwe oanrdt bélieve falge)sontethingpve havet faitc ie. | e a d
For example, one cannot have faith in God and yet think God
doesndt exi st. But this kind of f

and then from there concludes that what the faith points to is
true. This is impure faith , because it only honors one half of the
coin, faith, and then forcefully (and perhaps blindly) attempts to
include the other half, which is truth. On the other hand, if we
come to believe, perhaps from something we have read that the
Universe was created out of a Big Bang, and we conclude this is
true, a faith will naturally be there. We might not be overtly
aware of this faith, but it is because of what we have read and
learned and is not something arbitrary or make -pretend. This
would be a form of impure truth , because our acceptance of the
truth here is not immediate and self -evident (i.e., with pure
faith), but rather requires a kind of after  -the-fact faith that sus-
tains our acceptance of its truth. So pure faith and pure truth
are, when they arise together. When something is self -evidently
true, it is precisely the faith half of the coin that makes it self -
evident, and it is the truth half of the coin that makes it true. If

we return to the issue of rationality, we can see that something
similar seems to be happening. It is not the case that first we had
faith in rationality, and then believed it to be true. Nor is it the
case that first we perceived rationality to be true, and then had
faith in it. Thus the mere acceptance of rationality may be, per-
haps, an example of pure faith and pure truth both occurring
simultaneously but not alone.



Himachal Pradesh
(contributed by Pinkle Chaudhari)

One of the most memorable experiences was walking into
the Chail sanctuary at 5 a.m. in freezing cold in the dark be-
fore daybreak. We walked downhill on a path illuminated by
the full moon amidst the sound of the wind whispering through
the ancient pine forests and the chatter of monkeys surprised
to have visitors rather early in the morning. Far away, like a
hundred diamonds scattered in the dark, we could see the
lights of Simla, decked up for Christmas. As we walked in the
lush forests the majestic Sun arose from behind the tall snow
covered peaks, its golden rays piercing the mist. Our excursion
was rewarded by the sight of a sambar running right across us,
also a goral and a barking deer. The beauty of the night was as
enchanting as the golden daybreak, the grand oak tree and the
wildflower drenched in dew, each a masterpiece of nature. It
was an experience that we shal

Karnataka
(contributed by Gitesh Joshi)

Fifteen days is a short time to learn but when you
have the will and a group of six committed lIFMites, things
become easy. Apart from learning the nitty -gritties of forestry
and the forest department, we learned some very important
lessons, some of which we would like to share:

1. How to keep awake when an IFS officer is speaking to you in
a meeting?

2. How to keep asking the same question using different words?

3How to wear a | ook showing
even when you cannot decipher anything but that the
speaker is speaking Kannada?

4. How to get ready just on time for meetings? And lastly,

5.How to relish food with a North Indian body and South In-
dian soul?

Well, in spite of such a rigour of learning, we all managed to be

in ohigh spiritsoé literally!

Gujarat
(contributed by Ujjawal)

Wedd spent nine grueling
it) already, were really tired and thought that we might get a
day off since it was Christmas Eve. But Man proposes, God
disposes. Early in the morning, we got a call from the OT
Chairperson enquiring what we guys were doing and why we
hadndt contacted the DFO on ti m
into a million pieces, we packed our baggage to move on. At the
bus station the officer himself came down to receive us. After
travelling from one site to another and being bombarded with
numerous scientific names of trees, all we wanted was some
mercy! The over enthusiastic forest officials took us to a site
even after sunset, but at the end of the day there was a pleas-
ant surprise in the form of a grand Gujarati dinner, the taste of
which | can still feel today. This was the best thing that could
have happened on the Christmas Eve. Apart from the food, the
warmth with which we were received there, cannot be ex-
pressed in words. All we have to say is that Gujarati food is
sweet, but the people are sweeter still!
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